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The Real Food Campus Commitment

The youngest generation of Americans today will be the first in our nation’s history to have a shorter lifespan than their parents, thanks to the food they eat.  Our food system is driving an epidemic of diabetes and diet-related disease, while also fueling climate change and the loss of our nation’s family farmers.  The fact is, there’s just not enough ‘real food’ out there—it’s less than 2% of our national food economy.  Fortunately our nation’s colleges and universities are uniquely positioned to address these 21st century challenges and help build a truly healthy food economy.  

With a combined annual purchasing power of almost $5 billion, U.S. colleges and universities have the capacity to significantly impact our nation’s food system through their procurement decisions.  Since 2008, the Real Food Challenge has successfully championed this cause—training over 3,500 student leaders on hundreds of campuses and working to shift $33 million in existing purchasing budgets to local, fair, ecologically sound and humane food sources.

On October 24th, Food Day, the Real Food Challenge will launch our brand new GET REAL! Campaign—an effort to get every school in the nation to sign our "Real Food Campus Commitment".  This Commitment will work to ensure healthy food, fair working conditions, transparency, and a $1 billion dollar shift of existing campus food budgets to fair, local and sustainable farms and food businesses.

By endorsing the commitment you will:

· Support a national movement of students using their combined influence to challenge current food system paradigms and create healthy alternatives 

· Affirm your belief that every U.S. college and university should formally commit to real food

· Join a community of leaders dedicated to building a food system that strengthens local economies, respects fundamental human rights, ensures ecological sustainability, and facilitates community involvement and education

Join students, farmers, university administrators, and representatives from fair trade, food justice, labor rights, and environmental organizations across the country in endorsing the Real Food Campus Commitment!

	Organization:
	

	Contact Person:
	

	Contact Email:
	
	Phone:
	

	Address:
	



Tell us why you’re endorsing the Commitment and supporting Real Food Challenge’s Get Real! Campaign (we may feature your quotation on our website):
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Send this form to commitment@realfoodchallenge.org, or mail to 555 Dudley St., Dorchester, MA, 02119.
The Real Food Challenge, a project of The Food Project and its National Partners
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