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· NESAWG: Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Working Group

· Northeast Users guide to the Farm Bill

· 12-state region from Maine to Maryland 

· What is the Farm Bill?

· Subsidies to large agriculture 

· Create artificially low prices for industrial food

· Allow us to grow more wheat, corn, soybeans etc. 

· Food aid programs 

· Excess food given to an NGO, sold in developing countries

· Floods regional markets with cheap food, excludes small local farmers

· Money uses to help farmers (monetization) 

· Pay to not produce

· Controlled prices of commodities

· School lunch programs 

· Change from food stamp program to SNAP program

· More money available 

· New requirements; help eligible keep their assets (retirement plans no longer affect eligibility)

· Grants set aside for new farmers to use as start-up

· Ethnic, immigrant farmers

· Support for ethanol, $1 billion 

· Some support for advanced biofuels

· Non-corn based, grasses, plant waste (cellulosic) 

· Large production foot-print

· Funding for farmer’s markets

· Additional money aside for CSAs 

· Encouraging use of EBT (links farmer’s markets, food stamps, national programs such as WIC and SNAP)

· Passed every five years

· Created by Congress 

· Began during depression, dust bowl

· $700 Billion over 5-year period

· about $17 directly affects NE 

· about 2/3 goes to nutrition programs

· includes subsidies to corn, soybeans 

· (?) $100 billion goes to subsidies 

· New programs

· first provisions for organic agricultural 

· specialty crops

· Grants/loans available for value-added food enterprises

· Food banks/organizations can partner directly with producers

· Add-value by canning, freezing, making meals

· Conservation and farm-land protection ($12 billion)

· $75 million to new farmers

· beginning farmer and rancher program (grants, loans, credit)

· Two types of funding: mandatory and discretionary

· Programs begin as discretionary funding, groundwork gets going and in next bills will become mandatory

· Long-term process to develop programs

· CHIMP: change in mandatory program process

· Enacted by USDA

· More and more likely during recession/budget cuts 

· EQUIP

· Conservation program

· Reimbursement funding for organic farm certification process 

12-State Northeast Region

· Differentiating Issues

· High population density

· Many markets available (direct marketing: CSA, co-op)

· Eliminating middleman ( higher profits for farmers 

· Limited land, coast regions 

· Rocky soil—forest and pasture land

· Specialty crops—vegetables and fruit! (USDA term for food that is actually edible)

· Dairy system 

· Relatively small farms 

· Quality control; more efficient production

· Largest concentration of small farms in U.S. 

· Just (if not more) economically efficient than large agriculture

· More sustainable farm systems 

· Holyoke Food and Fitness Policy Council

· Increase access to fresh and local food

· Opportunities for kids to play safe in neighborhood

· Need to create policy change to do this

· Zoning policies etc. 

· Resources

· NESAWG.org

· Goal: to influence farm bill to support programs that reflect unique strengths/assets of NE region

· 05/06: conference to bring members together to decide what policies/programs would help

· came up with 10 priorities

· Farm viability and economic development

· Creating regional market development

· New economic opportunities for new and existing farmers

· Fostering risk management and safety new mechanisms (crop insurance) 

· Not often in place for specialty crops

· Support for dairy industry

· Centers for farm production (efficiency)

· Conservation

· Food and nutrition

· NEFOOD.org

· Social networking site 

