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Grassroots Student Opposition Defeats Panda Express at UC Berkeley


In a 6 to 3 vote, a U.C. Berkeley administrative board rejected a contract with national fast food chain Panda Express.  This decision was a reversal of nearly two years of plans and negotiations with the company to move into a vacant space on campus.  

Since last October, student opposition to the contract has grown based on concerns about the administration's lack of transparency during the process, as well as the company's woeful sustainability record, poor labor practices, and nutritionally devoid products.  Over 1300 students signed a petition against the plan to bring the chain to campus, and around 80 students protested a campus visit by Panda Express representatives. 

“Our campaign was founded on the belief that the health of the student body, the environmental sustainability of the planet and the cultural integrity of our community are all more important than $200,000” said student Senator Christina Oatfield. “And last night we saw that grassroots community organizing based on logic and reason really works. We look forward to looking at the various options that will be presented to the board in the future, and we hope that students will be engaged in the process from the beginning,” she concluded. 

The Panda Express plan was an attempt by the ASUC Auxiliary at UCB to solve growing budget deficits.  Dozens of students came to the board's meetings to support the alternative of a student-run food cooperative.  The cooperative grew out of "The Local," a weekly produce stand that serves farmer's market produce at cost.  The cooperative has so far raised $96,000 and hopes to open as soon as September 2009. “People are literally emailing us asking for specifics on how they can help us financially,” said music major Alli Reed, a member of the new food co-op’s development committee. 

